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ISDH/ICRA SPRING EDUCATIONAL WORKSHOP

On Friday, March 18, 2005, the spring educational workshop will be held at the Indiana State
Department of Health in downtown Indianapolis. The primary topic, Collaborative Staging,
with an emphasis on breast and prostate cancers, will be presented by Connie Grace, LPN,
CTR, from the Commission on Cancer, American College of Surgeons. Anita Butz, CTR, will
also speak on palliative care and class of case issues. There is no charge to attend. Workshop
flyers and e-mails have been sent out. The registration deadline is Friday, March 11, 2005. If
you have not received your invitation, please contact Lisa Witherite at (317) 233-7111 or |with-
eri@isdh.state.in.us. Please bring your Collaborative Staging Manual with you to the
workshop.
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TRAINING & EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

Two exceptional training programs for people new to the cancer registry field are available in 2005. Con-
tact Lisa Witherite at the Indiana State Cancer Registry if you wish to apply for financial assistance to at-
tend either course.

*  Principles of Oncology for Cancer Registry Professionals (Potomac, MD)
Dates in 2005: July 25-29 and December 5-9
Instructor: April Fritz, BA, RHIT, CTR
http://seer.cancer.gov/training/oncology

*  Principles and Practice of Cancer Registration, Surveillance, and Control (Atlanta, GA)— It's back!
Dates in 2005: April 4-8, July 18-22, and October 17-21
Instructor: John L. Young, Jr., DrPH, CTR
http://www.sph.emory.edu/GCCS/training/index.html

If you are unable to get away from your job or home for the five-day intensive courses listed above, you
can also study at your own pace and in the comfort of your own home by visiting:
*  SEER’s Training Web Site - Online and FREE!
http://www.training.seer.cancer.gov
Don’t miss the latest site-specific module on pancreatic and biliary cancer that has
been added to this web site.

CLASS OF CASE 0 VERSUS 1

A Class of Case 0 is assigned if the diagnosis is provided by the accessioning facility and all treatment is
provided at another facility, or the decision not to treat is made at another facility. However, not all cases
that are "diagnosed only" by a facility are Class of Case 0. For any tumor diagnosed at your facility:

= [If a decision not to treat is made at your facility, assign Class of Case 1.
= If the diagnosis was made by an excisional biopsy of the primary site, assign Class of Case 1.

= [f any procedure coded as treatment according to FORDS was provided at your facility, assign Class
of Case 1 (See FORDS Revised for 2004, pages 28-28l).

= If your facility provided palliative care as part of or in lieu of first course treatment, assign Class of
Case 1.

= If the treatment plan was "watchful waiting," assign Class of Case 1.
= If all or part of first course treatment was provided in a staff physician's office, assign Class of Case 1.
= Ifitis unknown whether any treatment was recommended or provided, assign Class of Case 1.

For the expanded description of Class of Case assignment, see FORDS Revised for 2004, pages 5-7.
(http://www.facs.org/cancer/coc/fordsmanual.html)

ANNUAL REPORTS

When preparing your hospital’s annual report, you may want to consider adding your city and
state on either the front or back outside cover. While the recipients in your coverage area will
be familiar with your hospital, these reports are often distributed to a wider audience who may
not know where your hospital is located. At the State Cancer Registry, for example, a report

received from “Saint Joseph” hospital could be from any one of six hospitals in Indiana.
2
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CONGRATULATORY & REMINDER LETTERS TO START AGAIN
IN MAY 2005

During most of 2004, the Indiana State Cancer Registry (ISCR) suspended sending reminder and con-
gratulatory letters that notify facilities of their timeliness of reporting status. This suspension was to give
hospitals and ISCR time to “recover” from the ROADS to FORDS conversion and to catch up backlogs in
abstracting. In May 2005 ISCR will resume sending reminder notices or congratulatory letters to hospi-
tals informing them of their reporting status. If you are unfamiliar with how this works, please review the
procedure provided below, which was first published in the December 1999 ISCR Newsletter.

Submitting Timely Data

The standards from the National Program of Cancer Registries and Indiana state law require that
all cases be reported to ISCR within six months of diagnosis. In June 1999, the State Cancer
Registry implemented a new system of monitoring timeliness of reporting from facilities. Just as
a reminder, all hospitals that are classified as very large (3 300 cases/year) must submit their
cases monthly. Large hospitals (150-299 cases/year) must submit every other month. Medium
hospitals (60-149 cases/year) must submit cases quarterly, while small hospitals (< 60
cases/year) report only (at least) once a year.

If you are late with reporting, we give you a grace period before sending out letter #1 (one
month for very large hospitals, and two months for all others). If we have received no cases by
then, we will send reminder letter #1 to the cancer registrar, reminding you to submit the late
data. If another time period passes without any cases being submitted, letter #2 is sent to the
supervisor of the registrar. If we still do not receive any cases within another month, letter #3
is sent to the facility administrator. These letters are meant as reminders of your legal duty to
report, and are not intended to be punitive.

Likewise, if your hospital has been timely with its scheduled reporting for a period of approxi-
mately three reporting periods (varies with caseload size), we will send a “congratulatory” letter
to you, with a copy to your supervisor. (One more reason to keep us informed of changes in
your supervisory staff.) Please help us by sending in your data on time to avoid these late re-
minder letters.

UPDATED ANNUAL REPORTS FOR 2001 & 2002 DATA AVAILABLE

ISCR has updated the 2003 Indiana Cancer Registry Statistical Report (for 2002 data) that was
distributed at the ICRA fall conference in November 2004. The report now includes state data
that are 97% complete, compared to 91% complete at the time of the previous publication.
Also available is the same report for 2001 data, which are 99% complete. Both reports are
ten pages in PDF format. If you would like a copy of either report, please contact Lisa Wither-
ite at lwitheri@isdh.state.in, identifying which report(s) you would like her to e-mail to you.

Would you like to get your next newsletter via e-mail? If so, send your e-mail
address to lwitheri@isdh.state.in.us and you will receive an electronic format of the
newsletter next month.
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CERTIFIED TUMOR REGISTRAR (CTR)
EXAMINATIONS IN 2005

The Certification Examination will be administered during two 2-week testing periods in March
and September on a daily basis at over 700 computer-based testing facilities worldwide. Test-

ing locations can be found at: http://www.lasergrade.com/ncr.html.

The Exam Dates & Deadlines are as follows:
= Application Deadline: January 31, 2005
Testing Window: March 5-19, 2005

* Application Deadline: July 31, 2005
Testing Begins: September 10-24, 2005

Obtain the 2005 CTR Exam Handbook for Candidates and an Exam Application at:

http://www.ctrexam.org/exam/handbook.html.

USEFUL REFERENCES

Find County for a City

To find what county a city is located in, go to
www.naco.org. Select About Counties, Find a
County, select the state, click under Related
Links in (state): Cities in (state), select first let-
ter of city name. Or to look up a city in Indi-
ana, click on the following link and select the
first letter of the city name:
http://www.naco.org/Template.cfm?Section=Fi
nd a County&Template=/cffiles/counties/cities
stateall.cfm&statecode=IN.

Follow-Up On Deceased Patients

The following web site may be helpful for find-
ing deceased patients for follow-up:
http://www.indystar.com/cgi-
bin/obituaries/index.php. Type in the patient’s
name in the search section. (7hanks to Tammy
Horvath at Hendricks Regional Health for this

tip.)

INDIANA STATE CANCER
REGISTRY STAFF

Shelley Boltinghouse, RHIA, CTR
(317) 233-7703
sbolting@jisdh.state.in.us

Martha Graves, RHIA, CTR
(Director)
(317) 233-7424
mgraves@jisdh.state.in.us

Jackie Harber, RHIA, CTR
(317) 233-1272
jharber@isdh.state.in.us

Marsha Lundy (Secretary)
(317) 233-7158
mlundy@jisdh.state.in.us

Steve Nygaard (Computers)
(317) 233-7099
snygaard@jisdh.state.in.us

Lisa Witherite
(317) 233-7111
Iwitheri@isdh.state.in.us
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